LESSON: 
“Create a National Park"

(Adapted from an activity developed by Everglades National Park and Partners for Education: A Teacher’s Guide to Using National Parks as Classrooms)

TIME:
60-90 minutes

SETTING: 
outdoors on school grounds

CONTENT STANDARDS:

Language Arts Standard 2: Producing Texts
Language Arts Standard 3: Applying English Language Conventions

Social Studies Standard 2: Local, United States and World History
Social Studies Standard 9: Places and Regions
Social Studies Standard 11: Human Systems
Social Studies Standard 12: Human and Environmental Interaction

Social Studies Standard 13: Limited Resources

Visual Arts Standard 1: Media
Visual Arts Standard 3: Content

SKILLS: 
cooperation, persuasive writing, drawing, oral communication 

METHOD: 
This lesson is designed to help students personalize and apply the national park concept.  Students work in pairs to create mini-national parks in a specified outdoor area.  They mark trails and provide the visitors with information about their parks.  This activity works well after doing, “What Is a National Park.” 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of the activity, the students will be able to:

1. Cite three reasons why national parks are needed;

2. Describe the characteristics of a national park;

3. List three problems facing national parks; and

4. Analyze information learned to write a persuasive proposal for a national park designation.

MATERIALS: 
Provided by the Teacher for Each Pair of Students

Clipboard


Paper, pencil


Hand lens


One 15-foot piece of string


6 popsicle sticks

at least one poker chip per student(Peanuts may be substituted for poker chips since It only costs peanuts to get into a national park…)

photocopies of the national park brochure master

Provided in the Guide

National Park brochure master

BACKGROUND

There are over 360 national park areas in the national park system.  They have been set aside by Congress to preserve and protect the best of our cultural, natural and recreational resources for the use and enjoyment of all persons, including future generations.

Parks are as diverse as the visitors who come to them.  A park may offer any one or a combination of the following: tours of historic or prehistoric areas or structures, views of historic landscapes, museum exhibits, camping (tent or motor home), wilderness hiking trails, scenic overlooks, motor tour routes, nature or history trails, campfire programs, boat/tram tours, bike trails, canoeing, boardwalks, rock climbing, mountain climbing, swimming and more.

A park may have several outstanding features for which it was set aside, or it may be preserved for one specific site or event.  Park management is set up much like a school system, the rangers being the teachers.  Each day brings new challenges to a park and its resources.  Some parks face numerous problems. For example, development of adjacent lands where historic battles took place threaten the cultural resources at Harper’s Ferry National Historical Park.  People using metal detectors to find and steal archeological artifacts is another problem.  Human introduction of non-native, invasive plants and destructive insects such as the gypsy moth threaten the park’s natural resources.

Upon arriving at many of the national parks, the visitor pays a small entrance fee and is handed a park map that outlines the major resources and sites to visit.  Larger parks have visitor center where rangers relate information about the park.  

One part of a park ranger’s job is to interpret the park’s resources and problems for the visitors, so that they understand the concerns of the park.  Why?  Because parks belong to the people, and they must learn about these valuable resources and how to preserve and protect them!

SUGGESTED PROCEDURE:

· Discuss the concept of a national park with your students.  Ask the students if they have ever been to a national park. What makes it different from a state park or a county park?

· Ask students what they would like in a national park, if they were to create a “perfect park.”  Why set up a national park?  Who owns national parks?

· Pair off the students.  Distribute the material listed above to each pair of students.

· Assign, or let each pair choose, an outdoor spot for their national park.  Using their string, they should rope off their area.

· Students must move about their national park on hands and knees.  Using the hand lens, the students should choose the scenic or historic resources of their park.  For instance, hole might be a canyon, a rock might be a mountain, a grassy area might be a battlefield.  The popsicle sticks can be used to mark the trails or scenic spots.

· Give the class about 20-25 minutes to set up the trails in their park. After the students have marked their parks, they must make a brochure (including a map) advertising their park.  Use photocopies of the national park brochure master included in this guide to make the brochures.

· Once the parks are read for business, the “rangers” (the paired students) must sell their park. They should sell their park by shouting out its attributes.  Ask the pairs to split up.  One student in the pair should remain in the park to interpret it, while the second visits toothier national parks. The students may then switch.  The poker chips or peanuts are the entrance fee needed to visit another national park.  Every student must visit at least one other national park.

· After they have visited the national parks, ask the student s the following questions.

· Did they have problems getting visitors to come to their parks?

· Were the visitors always careful with the parks' resources?

· Did they have too many visitors?

· What would they change?

· What problems occurred?

· How would they raise money to improve the park’s facilities?

EXTENSION:

· Have the students write a proposal to establish a national park.  They will need to get funding from Congress to purchase the land on which the special cultural or natural resources are.  They will also need funding to operate the park.  Have them present their proposal to the “president” (teacher or principal)

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENT TOOLS:

· Completed park brochures

· Class discussion on why we would have national parks

· Ask the following questions:

What can you do to help protect the resources in a national park?

Who has the responsibility of preserving and protecting the parks or future generations?

