A.16.
EVERY PICTURE TELLS A STORY 

These activities can be facilitated by the teacher or self-directed by the student.

Activity 1: Reading A Photograph
Visual Arts Content Standards 2 & 4

Provide Link to Pictorial Chronology 

There are several photographs in this section and together they are used to tell the story of J. Alden Weir, his family, friends and his beloved farm.  But take a few minutes to look carefully at one photograph—you will find that a single photograph is itself filled with stories. Print the Worksheet below and click on one of the ten photographs in the Weir Farm photo album to enlarge it for this activity.

(use photo album from original website)
Photograph Analysis Worksheet 

(adapted by National Archives Digital Classroom)

Step 1. Observation

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the chart below to list people, objects and activities in the photograph.

PEOPLE


OBJECTS



ACTIVITIES
Step 2. Inference (is there an alternative word for inference?)
Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph.


I.


II.


III.

Step 3. Questions

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

B. Where could you find answers to your questions?

Activity 2:  A Do-It-Yourself “Pictorial Chronology”
Visual Arts Content Standards 1 

Visual Arts Content Standard 3
Do you have a scrapbook of your own? Put one together using photographs, captions and other items that can be glued into a book and share it with friends and family, even your classmates. Not only will everyone enjoy learning about your life but you will have a keepsake that you can share throughout your life.

Activity 3: Weir Family Tree
Visual Arts Content Standard 6  

Provide link to Pictorial Chronology

Take a closer look at the Pictorial Chronology. Below is a skeleton of Weir’s immediate family tree. Based on the information that you can gather from the Pictorial Chronology, fill in the blanks, including the years of birth and death (when available).

________________
________________

mother

father

________________
 + Julian Alden Weir 

 + ________________



first wife

(born:

died:

)
second wife


(died:

)

_______________ , 
______________ , 
______________ , 
____________

first child

second child

third child

fourth child

(born:

)
(born:
died:
)
(born:

)
(born:
               )


Activity 4: Your Family Tree
Visual Arts Content Standard 6

Language Arts Content Standards 2 & 3

Social studies Content Standard 4
Make a family tree for your own family (with the help of family members). Try to include your parents, grandparents and great-grandparents if possible. Find out where your relatives were born. You could learn some interesting things about your family just by asking a few simple questions… 

