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Lesson:  “What Is a National Park”

Time:  1-2 Hours

Setting:  School classroom

Group Size: 15-35 Students

Content Areas:  Social Studies, Civics, Environmental Science

Skill:
Brainstorming, Cooperating, Reading photographs, Using maps, Oral communication, Reading for details, Formulating questions

Method:  This lesson is designed to introduce students to the national park concept.  Students work in small groups to explore specific national parks.  Together, they learn about the mission of the National Park Service and discover how each individual park fits into the larger system. 

Objectives:  At the end of the activity, the students will be able to:

1. Explain the mission of the National Park Service;

2. Name at least two national parks and describe the resources that they protect; and

3. Compare at least two different types of national parks.

Materials:  Provided by the Teacher

copies of the National Park Explorer’s Notes worksheet from this guide

flipchart paper

markers to use with flipchart paper

map of the United States of America

pins to mark park locations on the map

VCR and video monitor.

Provided in the Guide

National Park Photo Cards (You may wish to laminate the photo cards.) 


Background Information:

“There is nothing so American as our national parks.  The Scenery and wildlife are native.  The fundamental idea behind the parks is native.  It is, in brief, that the country belongs to the people that it is in process of making for the enrichment of the lives of all of us.  The parks stand as the outward symbol of this great principle.”

Summary of Key Events

1791 Federal Government acquires 17 public land reservations for the nation’s capital.

1832 Congress sets aside area around the Hot Springs of Arkansas. Later designated for public use as a park in 1880.

1864 Congress designates land grant of Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Big Tree Grove to the State of California, later designated as a state park in 1890, a National Park in 1906.

1872 Yellowstone National Park established.

1906 Antiquities Act passed giving presidents the authority to designate national monuments.

1916 National Park Service Established.

The words “national park” have special meaning to most people conjuring up images of Old Faithful, Yosemite Falls and the Grand Canyon.  Historically the first parklands trace their origins to the 17 public reservations that the Federal Government acquired in 1791 for the Nation’s Capital.  The included the National Mall, the White House grounds and other units in the District of Columbia.  In 1832, Congress set aside an area around the Hot Springs of Arkansas.  This reservation was later designated for public use as a park in 1880.

The earliest action by Congress to create a large natural park took the form of a land grant of Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Big Tree Grove to the State of California in 1864.  In 1890 California established these areas as a park.  They were later returned to the Federal Government in 1906 to become Yosemite National Park.

Yellowstone National Park, establish in 1872, was the first federally managed national park.  It was the first unqualified embodiment o the national park idea — the world’s premier example of large-scale natural preservation for all the people.  Since then the idea has been adopted around the world.  After Yellowstone’s establishment, the national park idea was attacked by special interests, stoutly defended by friends in Congress and successively refined and confirmed.  Fourteen more national parks were established in the West between 1872 and 1916, most of them closely following the Yellowstone prototype.

While the early national parks were being established, a separate movement got under way to protect the magnificent cliff dwellings, pueblo ruins and early missions discovered by cowboys, army officers, ethnologists and other explorers on the vast public lands of the Southwest.  They were especially threatened by plunder and destruction at the hands of pothunters and vandals.  The effort to secure protective legislation began among historically minded scientists and civic leaders in Boston and to spread to similar circles in Washington, New York, Denver, Santa Fe and other places during the 1880s and 1890s.  With important help from Rep. John F. Lacey and Sen. Henry Cabot Lodge, an Antiquities Act was passed in 1906 to help protect such areas and structures.

The act authorized the President “to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest” situated on lands owned or controlled by the United States Government to be national monuments.  It also prohibited excavation or appropriation of antiquities on Federal lands without a permit.

The first national monument, proclaimed by President Theodore Roosevelt some three months after he signed the Antiquities Act, was Devils Tower.  It was established to protect a prominent Wyoming landmark, an 867-foot massive stone shaft visible for great distance and a guidepost over the centuries for Indians, explorers and settlers.  Today there are over 70 national monuments in the national park system.

A new era for national park and monuments opened on August 25, 1916, 44 years after the establishment of Yellowstone, when President Woodrow Wilson signed legislation creating a new Federal Bureau, the National Park Service, in the Department of the Interior.  This action culminated years of efforts to establish a separate bureau to administer and coordinate policies and plans for parks and monuments.  The act created the Service to:

“…conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as well leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”

This mission statement, known as the Park Service Organic Act, continues to guide the management of the parks today.  National park, lakeshore, military park, historic site, memorial, preserve and trail are just a few of the titles that have been used to designate our national parklands since Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872.  Over the years, new titles have been created whenever new parklands were authorized that differed somewhat from those already in the National Park System.

Today there are more than 360 areas in the National Park System.  With the exception of Delaware, these park areas are in every state, as well as in the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  These areas include national parks, monuments, battlefields, military parks, historical parks, historic sites, lakeshores, seashores, recreation areas, scenic rivers and trails and the White House.  In 1970, Congress elaborated on the 1916 National Park Service Organic Act, saying all units of the system have equal legal standing in the national system.

Units of the National Park System have been created in two principal ways: Acts of Congress and presidential proclamations.  When Congress creates an addition to the National Park System, it determines the name and designation for each area and makes reference to the general concepts under which it will be managed.  Sometimes Congress is very specific about management terms; sometimes Congress simply refers to the 1916 National Park Service Act.

The areas in the system are a remarkable representation of the nation’s greatest natural and cultural places and recreational areas of outstanding attraction.  Not every park is a Yellowstone; not every historic site boasts an Independence Hall.  But all have tangible resources and represent intangible meanings that make them special and nationally significant.

Parks Featured on Cards:

Weir Farm National Historic Site

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Fort Frederica National Monument

Frederick Douglass National Historic Site

Everglades National Park 

Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area 

Antietem National Battlefield

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park

Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Key Words:

Antiquities Act: The legislation which allows the President to set aside historic and natural landmarks as national monuments, passed in 1906.

Mission:  An assignment one is sent to carry out; the business with which a body of persons is charge.

National Monument: A natural landmark or a structure or site of historic interest set aside by a national government and maintained for public enjoyment or study.

National Park: A tract of land declared public by a national government so as to be preserved and developed for recreational or cultural purposes.

National Significance: Important to the entire country; important to our shared national heritage.

Organic Act: The legislation, which establishes the U.S. National Park Service and designates the Service’s central mission, passed in 1916.

U.S. National Park Service: The United States government bureau within the Department of the Interior, which manages and protects the national parks, established in 1916.

Suggested Procedure:

· Explain to the class that they will be visiting a national park on a class field trip.  On the trip they will have a chance to explore the park and participate in activities.  The purpose of this lesson is to discover what national parks are and why they exist.

· Ask the whole group to brainstorm what they think of when they hear the phrase “national  park.”  Record the students’ responses on the flipchart paper so you can add to the least throughout the lesson.  

· Briefly introduce the history of the National Park Service (refer to background information above).  Explain the Yellowstone National Park was the first national park in the system, set aside by Congress in 1872.

· Organize the class into cooperative groups of about four of five students each and assign each person a specific task.  You may want to write task descriptions on flipchart paper or the blackboard as a visual reminder for the students.

· Ask the students to think of a name for their group.  If the activities you choose to do on your field trip require group work, you may wish to use this activity to establish the groups for the trip.

· Give each group two national park photo cards and two copies of the National Park Explorer’s Notes Worksheet from this quide.  There is a photograph of a national pro on the front of each card.  On the back is information about the park that is featured in the photo.  The first paragraph describes the historical event or the natural resources that are the park’s focus.  The second paragraph describes when and why the park was established and emphasizes preservation.  The park’s annual visitation and a quote about the park are also included.  Some of the quotes are historic, some are by famous people and some are by famous people and some are by park visitors. Ask the students not to read the information on the cards until after they have answered the first three questions on the worksheets.  You may wish to photo-copy the back of the cars so students can look at the photo and the text at the same time while they are filling out the second half of the worksheet.

· Explain that each group’s assignment is to “explore” two national parks and report their discoveries to the class.  The groups should use the photograph and the information on the back of each card to fill out the worksheets.  Each group should report their findings to the entire class, display their photo cards and place markers on the map of the United States of America where their parks are located.  Discuss the students’ questions they make their presentations.

· SUGGESTED TASKS FOR STUDENTS IN COOPERATIVE GROUPS:
TIMEKEEPER: MAKES SURE THE GROUP FINISHES THEIR TASK IN THE TIME ALLOTED
RECORDER: RECORDS THE GROUP’S IDEAS OR WRITES THE GROUPS ANSWERS TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
REPORTER: PRESENTS THE GROUP’S FINDINGS TO THE CLASS

MATERIALS MANAGER: IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY MATERIALS THAT THE GROUP NEEDS
FACILITATOR: MAKES SURE EVERYONE IN THE GROUP PARTICIPATES IN THE ACTIVITY AND FEELS THAT THEY ARE PART OF THE PROCESS
· Ask the entire class if there is anything they would like to add to or delete from their national park brainstorm list as a result of what they learned in this activity.

· Ask the class to make an inference as to what they think the purpose for the National Park Service is, based on what they know and what they have learned so far.  Together, brainstorm a mission statement for the National Park Service and write it on flipchart paper.

· Put the class’ National Park Service mission statement on the wall.  Copy the National Park Service Organic Act onto flipchart paper (see background section above). Ask the class to compare the two mission statements and discuss the purpose for the National Park Service.  Note: The National Park Service was established as an agency to manage the national parks in 1916, 44 years after Yellowstone, the first national park, was established. As an agency to manage the national parks in 1916, 44 years after Yellowstone, the first national park was established.

· Explain to the class that even though the National Park Service was established to protect our nation’s natural and cultural resources, the agency can not do this job alone.  The resources which every national park protects are threatened in some way.  Environmental degradation such as water and air pollution, loss of habitat, exotic plants and animal species and other problems affect natural resources. Vandalism relic hunters, acid rain, adjacent development and other problems affect cultural resources.

· Explain that the national parks belong to us all.  It is everyone’s responsibility to learn about and care for the parks. 

· Refer to Franklin D. Roosevelt’s quote in the beginning of the background section and discuss what the quote means.  Ask the students to imagine that they are on a talk show and the interviewer asks them to answer the question “What do you think of the National Parks?” Have them record their own quotes.

· Close the lesson by having the students brainstorm a code of conduct for how they should behave when they visit a national park.  Explain that because these places are protected, federal law prohibits removing anything from the park.  Use the motto: “Take only memories, leave only footprints”

EXTENSIONS:

· Have students share their “visit” to a national park during the photo card activity with a friend or relative.  Have them create a postcard of one of their parks and write a message to a friend or relative.
NOTE: IF THE READING LEVEL ON THE PHOTCARDS IS TOO HIGH FOR YOUR STUDENTS, CONSIDER TRYING ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS:

· PLACE EMPHASIS ON THE PHOTOGRAPH IN SMALL GROUP WORK AND READ THE DESCRIPTIONS TO THEWHOLE CLASS LATER.

· PLACE ONE OF YOUR STRONGEST READERS IN EACH GROUP.

· LEAD THE ACTIVITY WITH THE WHOLE CLASS RATHER THAN USING SMALL GROUPS.

· INVITE STUDENTS FROM A HIGHER GRADE TO DO THE ACTIVITY WITH YOUR CLASS.PLACE AT LEAST ONE OLDER STUDENT IN EACH GROUP.

· USE THE MODIFIED ABRAMOWITZ STRATEGY TO HELP THE STUDENTS INCREAS THEIR READING COMPREHENSION WHILE YOU DO THE ACTIVITY.

REFERENCE:

ABRAMOWITZ, J., 1963.  AMERICAN HISTORY STUDY LESSONS, CHICAGO:FOLLETT PUBLISHING CO., 163-166

· Play a National Park Service “Who am I” game. Tape a national park photo card on the back of a student.  The student should guess what park is on his/her back based on clues from the class.
· Make a timeline on the history of the National Park Service using the photo cards and background information.  Ad important dates in U.S. History to the timeline. Research other parks and add them to the timeline as well. Have the students find out if any parks were established in the year they were born, or during other years significant for them. 
· If your class had computer access to the Internet, have the students visit the National Park Service home page (http://www.nps gov), or the home pages of individual parks (accessible through the National Park Service home page).  They can download pictures and information for other photo cards from the Web or send E: mail questions to park rangers.
· Have the class research information about the state and county parks in your area.  Compare them with the national parks the class has learned about.  Discuss the concept of “national significance.”
SUGGESTED ASSESSMENT TOOLS:

· completed National Park Explorer’s Notes worksheets

· oral presentations

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

National Park Service Home Page: http://www. National Park System, gov

National Park Handbooks and Videos-available through the Harpers Ferry Historical Association Bookstore (800) 821-5206

Worksheet

Group Name:_________________________________

Students’ Names______________________________


Your group has been sent to explore a national park and bring information back to your class.  Use the photo card to discover card to discover something about your national park. Record your exploration notes on this sheet.

FIRST LOOK ONLY AT THE FRONT SIDE OF THE PHOTOGRAPH. RECORD YOUR ANSWERS IN THE SPACES PROVIDED.

What two features stand out most to you in this photograph?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What are two things you find special about the park in this photograph?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

List three questions that you have about the park in the photograph?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Now read the information on the back of the photo card. Use the information to answer the questions listed below.  Record your answers in the spaces provided.

What is the park’s name?

_______________________________________________________

In what town and state is the park located? (Be ready to place a marker on a map to show where the park is located.)

________________________________________________________

On what date was this park established?

________________________________________________________

How many years has the park been a national park?

________________________________________________________

How many people visit the park each year?

_______________________________________________________

What are three things that make this park special?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What makes this park so special that it should be preserved and protected for future generations?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What are three additional questions you would like to ask about this park? (These questions may or may not have concrete answers.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Weir Farm National Historic Site

 “Really, I know not what I am best at. I believe I am a fisherman, dreamer and lover of nature and like Hokusai if I lived to 102 I might become a painter.”

· J. Alden Weir, 1913

“I have never seen the beauty of spring before; which is something to have lived and suffered for. The landscape and the air are full of promise. That eloquent little fruit tree that we looked at together, like a spirit among the more earthly colors, is already losing its fairy blossoms, showing the lesson of life; how alert we must be if we would have its gifts and values.”


· Albert Pinkham Ryder, 1897 

In 1882 the American artist J. Alden Weir, one of the founders of the Ten American Painters, traded a still life he had purchased for $560 for a 153-acre farm in Branchville, a village in Southwestern Connecticut. Weir did not intend to live at the farm, but after his first visit to the property, he became increasingly drawn to its rocky landscape and clapboarded buildings. It became his primary summer studio and home to his family for the next four decades. Weir built a painting studio, enlarged his house several times and continuously rearranged the landscape to suit his highly discerning eye.

The farm became, in a sense, an extensive palette; its buildings, stone walls, and gardens were all elements in the painter's evolving composition.  It provided subject matter for much of Weir's work as well as that of his friends, many of whom were also leading figures in American art, including Childe Hassam, John Twachtman, Emil Carlsen, and Albert Pinkham. Even after Weir’s death in 1919, the landscape attracted artists to the property. First was sculptor Mahonri M. Young, Weir’s son-in-law, who between 1931 and 1957 created some of his finest works there. He was followed by artists Sperry and Doris Andrews, who have lived and worked at the Farm since 1958.

Established as a National Park Service Site in 1990, Weir Farm is the only National Park in the state of Connecticut and the only National Park in the country devoted to American painting.  Today, 60 of the 238 acres once owned by Weir remain and the house, studios, and grounds are remarkably unchanged. 

Roughly _________ people visit Weir Farm National Historic Site each year. 

Map of US with Connecticut highlighted.

Opposite Side: 

· Photo of studio

Or

· Photo of house

Or

Painting options: Lengthening Shadows or The Laundry
GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

San Francisco, California

“A Junior Ranger [at Golden Gate National Recreation Area is a person that cares and respects the environment, people, animals, plants and living things in nature.”

-FOURTH GRADE PARTICIPANT IN THE GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM

Golden Gate National Recreation Area is a park that begins where the Pacific Ocean meets San Francisco Bay.  At the Golden Gate Bridge, the park surrounds the narrow entrance to the city’s harbor offering a spectacular blend of natural beauty, historic features and urban development. To the north and south of the Golden Gate Bridge, the recreation area follows the Pacific shoreline creating a vast coastal preserve.  Redwood forest, beaches, grassy hillsides, marshes and rocky shoreline provide a natural retreat from the city. The park is a home for abundant wildlife-hawks, deer and seabirds are often seen, as well as occasional bobcats and whales.  The park also preserves historic ships, forts and many other historic buildings where the stories of Bay area agriculture, maritime commerce, wartime defense, recreation and immigration are presented.


Golden Gate National Recreation Area was established in 1972 due to a groundswell of public support.  The military owned many of the Bay Area lands.  After they decided the lands were no longer needed for defense the people of the Bay are asked Congress to turn the area into a park instead of letting it be developed.  They wanted to preserve open space, something hard to find in urban areas.  They also wanted to protect the natural and cultural resources of the are for people to learn from and enjoy.  Golden Gate National Recreation Area is still growing, with new areas added frequently.


Roughly 18 million people visit Golden Gate National Recreation Area each year.

FORT FREDERICA NATIONAL MONUMENT

St. Simons Island, Georgia

“Conservation of archaeological remains isn’t a luxury, it’s a requirement if we ever hope to know who we are, where we came from, and how we got here.”



FREDERICA ARHAEOLOGIST NICK HONERCAMP

Frederica was the most important early settlement in Georgia.  The fort was built in 1736, just four years after the British colony of Georgia was founded.  At that time, Spain occupied Florida.  England built Fort Frederica to defend Georgia and the rest of the British colonies from Spanish invasion.  In 1742 Frederica was the headquarters of the forces which defeated a Spanish attack on the colonies.


Fort Frederica National Monument was established on August 30th, 1945 to commemorate the settlement’s role as the primary defense of the British colonies against the Spanish in Florida.  Today, Fort Frederica is an archaeological site.  The remnants of the town and for are preserved, not restored.  This is a park where the story is told of the people and the place, much like a book, encouraging imaginations to wander.


Fort Frederica receives roughly 350,000 visitors each year.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Washington, D.C.

“Education means emancipation.  It means light and liberty. It means the uplifting of the soul of man into the glorious light of truth, the only light by which men can be free.  To deny education to any people is one of the greatest crimes against human nature.  It is to deny them the means of freedom and the rightful pursuit of happiness, and to defeat the very end of their being.  They can neither honor themselves, nor their Creator.”







-FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Frederick Douglas was recognized as one of the most eloquent spokesperson and dynamic leaders of the abolitionist (anti-slavery) movement.  He was born a slave on a Maryland plantation and was later sent to Baltimore to be a house servant.  There he was briefly exposed to books, and became determined to learn to read. He never attended school yet he taught himself to read and write.  Douglass escaped from slavery at age 20, and went on to work in the abolitionist movement.  He rose to become an advisor to four presidents.  Douglass edited several newspapers, published three books and served as an outspoken leader for African American and women’s rights.  He also held several government positions including Minister and General Consul to Haiti.

After Douglass’ death, his wife began work to preserve their home in Washington, D.C., called “Cedar Hill”, in memory of her late husband’s achievements.  It was maintained by the Frederick Douglass Memorial and Historical Association until it became a part of the National Park Service in 1962.  In 1986 the home was named a National Historic Site and listed on the National Register of Historic Place.


Roughly 64,000 people visit Frederick Douglass National Historic Site each year.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

South Florida

“The Everglades is a test.  If we pass it, we get to keep the planet”




-MARJORY STONEMAN DOUGLAS,






CONSERVATIONIST

Marjory Stoneman Douglas, a pioneering conservationist in the 1940’s, called the Everglades a “river of grass.”  This park has over 1.5 million acres, of which 90% are covered with water.  It is America’s premier wetland, teaming with wildlife.  The Everglades is home to thousands of species of plants and animals including alligators and endangered Florida Panthers.  It has been named an International Biosphere Reserve and Word Heritage Site, yet this impressive ecosystem is in danger.  There are over 16 endangered species and many other threatened species living in every habitat of the park.  The watershed that feeds the park is impacted by the human populated areas upstream from the ‘Glades.  Areas such as Miami compete with the wetland for water.  The quality and amount of water which the Everglades gets, and when it gets the water, all affect the ecosystem.


Everglades National Park was established in 1947 to help save the ecosystem of the Everglades.  The law that Congress wrote to establish the park says that the area “Shall be permanently reserved as wilderness.”  Even though the area is preserved, it still faces considerable threats from pollution and water usage outside its boundaries.
Over 1 million people visit Everglades National Park each year.

CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Brecksville Ohio
“I have admired the rugged fiords of Norway and the bald peaks of Yosemite.  But I gain strength each day at home from the beauty of your Cuyahoga Valley.”






-James Snowden Jackson

Sculpted by glaciers, streams and the persistent forces of weather, the Cuyahoga River Valley landscape is home to a wide variety or wildlife and plants and is a harmonious blend of human and natural history.  Bison which once roamed the valley have been replaced by cows and horses.  Forests have been broken up by rolling farmland Freshwater ponds dot the landscape and pastures and meadows in various stages of succession are interwoven with wooded hills.  Remains of the old Ohio and Erie Canal, replaced by railroad and highway, blend into the river and valley scene.  The river, named for an Indian word meaning crooked, is the dominant feature of the valley.  For centuries the river and its valley have provided a vital transportation route and livelihood for people as well as habitat for wildlife.

The Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area was established in 1975 to preserve 33,000 acres of valley along 22 miles of the Cuyahoga River between the cities of Cleveland and Akron, Ohio.  The park protects historic scenic, natural and recreational resources.  Approximately 20 miles of the historic Ohio and Erie Canal runs along the Cuyahoga River through the park.  The Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath Trail provides year access for walking, bicycling or cross-country skiing near the park’s many historic, natural and scenic areas.  There are over 60 sites within the park that are listed on the National Register of Historic places.  The park is nearby, welcoming and comfortably familiar for millions of urban Americans.  It offers a place to play, exercise, learn about nature, study history, camp, listen to music or just relax away from the stress and distractions of the city


Roughly 3.3 million people visits Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area each year.

ANTIETAM NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD

Sharpsburg, Maryland

“In the time that I am writing, every stalk of corn in the northern and greater part of the field was cut as closely as could have been done with a knife, and the slain lay in rows precisely as they had stood in their ranks a few moments before.  It was never my fortune to witness a more bloody dismal battlefield.”





-MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH HOOKER,




COMMANDER I CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC 

The Battle Antietam, September 17, 1862, was bloodiest single-day battle during the American Civil War.  About 40,000 Southerners were pitted against the 87,000-man Federal Army of the Potomac under General George B. McClellan.  When the fighting ended, the course of the Civil War had been greatly altered.  That day, 23,000 soldiers were killed or wounded.  Although neither side gained a decisive victory, Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s failure to carry the war effort into the North caused Great Britain to postpone recognition of the Confederate government.  The battle also gave President Abraham Lincoln the opportunity to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, which, on January 1, 1863, declared the slaves in the Confederate States free.  Now the war had a duel purpose: To preserve the Union and end slavery.


Antietam National battlefield was established in 1890 to preserve the battlefield, its archeological resources, historic structures, landscape and cemetery, and to commemorate the men who had died in this important battle.  The park also protects forest, meadow and stream ecosystems.


Roughly 200,000 people visit Antietam National Battlefield each year.

C&0 CANAL NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

Maryland

“The one word that applies to every aspect of the Canal today is intimacy.  There is intimacy in the canal itself, in its towpath, its old locks and lockhouses, in the trees that overlay it, in its relationship to bluffs and river, in the wildlife one finds along it. “






—IRVING BRANDT,



 





JUNE 14, 1954

In the 1800’s, before the invention and construction of railroads, a major obstacle to the industrial growth of the United States was the length of time and the expense involved in transporting raw materials and products over land.  It is estimated that four horses could pull a one-ton load 12 miles in one day over land.  However, on a flatwater canal, those same four horses could pull 100 tons 24 miles in one day.  Canals made economic sense and appeared to be the answer to the problem of transportation to and from the American West. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, also known as the C&O Canal, was planned as an artificial waterway along the Potomac River, connecting the Chesapeake Bay and Ohio River.  The Canal served as a major commercial route between western Maryland and Washington, D.C. until 1924, when the railroads drove it out of business.  Canal boat captains and their families lived on their boats.  Lock keepers and their families lived along the Canal, operating the lift-locks.


After the C&O Canal closed, there was some question about what to do with it. One popular suggestion was to pave the canal, turning it into a highway.  There was a strong public movement to save the canal’s historical and natural resources.  U.S. Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas walked the entire length of the canal in an effort to bring attention to its plight.  Preservation advocates won out, and in 1961 President John F. Kennedy designated the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal a National Monument.  In 1971, Congress made it a National Historical Park.  Today, the park preserves one of our Nation’s most intact historic canals.  It also protects part of the Potomac River Valley, it’s ecosystems and historic resources.


Roughly 1.6 million people visit the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, each year.

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

North Carolina/Tennessee

“One could never see all the diverse creatures that call the Smokies home, but the magic is in knowing they are there operating as part of a natural system-where man’s influence is minimal.”









—PARK VISITOR

The Great Smoky Mountains, the highest part of the Appalachian Mountain Range, are a wildlands sanctuary preserving the world’s finest example of temperate deciduous forest.  The name Smoky comes from the smoke-like haze that forms in the mountains.  This haze looks like whipped cream clouds touching the earth. The park is distinguished by the extraordinary diversity and abundance of its plants and animals.  The mountain terrain and waterways are extraordinarily beautiful. Restored log cabins and barns in the park are remnants of the pioneers who cared a living from the wilderness.  This richly forested park is now an International Biosphere Reserve and World Heritage Site.


Great Smokey Mountains National Park was established in 1926 for the benefit and enjoyment of the people.  One of the primary factors that prompted the park’s establishment was the protection of the diverse forest types in the area.  This biological diversity is even more significant today. 


Roughly 9 million people visit Great Smoky Mountains National Park each year.

